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Bids invited for 1,000 new buses under cluster scheme 

Transport Dept. plans to float tenders for 4,000 more to reach 10,000-bus target 

The Delhi government has begun the process of induction of 1,000 buses under the cluster 

scheme in a bid to boost public transport. 

The Transport Department has invited competitive bidding for 1,000 new buses in four clusters, 

a government official said on Saturday. 

Under the cluster scheme, 1,648 buses are already being run by the Delhi Integrated Multi 

Modal Transit System (DIMTS), a joint venture of the Delhi government and IDFC Foundation. 

The DIMTS has been authorised by the government for management of the bidding process 

for selection of private operators for the four projects, the official said. 

Besides the cluster scheme, the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) runs nearly 3,900 buses in 

the city. 

The Delhi government is also procuring 2,000 standard-floor buses. 

No buses, according to a source, have been added to the low-floor fleet of the DTC since 2010. 

In addition to these, the department has planned to float tenders for over 4,000 buses to 

bridge the gap between the existing size of the DTC's fleet and an ambitious target of 10,000 

buses as per the Supreme Court directions. 

A plan to this effect, revolving around the phased induction of both low-floor vehicles under 

the DTC and standard-floor buses to be operated under the cluster scheme, has been sent to 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal for his nod. 

According to current government estimates, the 50 DTC depots which are available are 

equipped to allow the parking of as many as 6,100 buses which is sought to be increased to 

7,687 by the end of the 2017-18 fiscal. 

Conservative government estimates, as per an internal survey undertaken by the Transport 

Department after the AAP came to power in Delhi in February 2015, peg the total requirement 

of public buses in the Capital at 10,000. 

Sources, however, claim that the said figure has now gone up to around 15,000 to 16,000. 
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