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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

AS many as 50 semi-lower floor
buses were added to Delhi’s
roads on Monday, part of the bus
cluster service aimed to boost the
quality and use of public trans-
port system.

These buses, flagged off by
Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dik-
shit and Transport Minister
Arvinder Singh Lovely, will
mainly ply in North and West
Delhi. A total of 119 buses will
operate in this cluster, starting
with the Teevra Mudrika (- and
+) from Punjabi Bagh crossing
on Ring Road. The remaining
buses W||1 be introduced shortly

“We are workmg very hard to
improve our public transport sys-
tem and cluster bus service is part of
that sustained effort,” Dikshit said.

Lovely chipped in saying, in
all, 1,500 buses will be introduced
under the cluster scheme by mid
next year. “With the launching of
these clusters, work on cluster 2
will also be fast-tracked,” the
transport minister said.

While all buses inducted un-
der the cluster buses previously

The buses will also have GPS devices to keep track of the route and speed.

were low-floor, the current lot
comprises semi-low floor ones,
which are a modified version of
the standard floor buses.

Officials from Ashok Leyland,
the company supplying these
CNG buses, claimed that these
vehicles are more suited than
lower-floor buses in routes where
roads are bad.

“These buses are cheaper
than lower-floor buses and their
operating cost is also much
lesser,” said an Ashok Leyland
official.

All the semi low-floor orange

coloured buses have an on-board

90 semi-low floor buses hit the roads in
North and West Delhi, more on the way

Launched by Sheila Dikshit, the buses are part of cluster service 3,4,5; total of 119 buses planned

passenger information system
similar to that of Delhi Metro,
GPS and electronic display
board. The buses will operate on
cluster no three, five and four and
will operate from Kanjhwala Bus
Depot. The three clusters are be-
ing treated as a single “virtual”
cluster, as the concessionaire is
the same - M/s AB Grain Spirits
Pvt Ltd.

GPS devices will provide real-
time information on location and
speed of the buses and a central
monitoring room will keep tab on
them. Speed governors have
been installed on the buses to
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regulate their speed. ‘
In cluster number 3, they will |
ply along Punjabi Bagh crossing
(Ring Road), in cluster 4, they |
will ply from ISBT Kashmere
Gate to Sukhbir Nagar, Rithala
Village to Shivaji Stadium and
Wazirpur Depot and from Old
Delhi Railway Station to Rani |
Khera, Mongolpuri Y-block to ‘
Kamla Market and Tikri Border |
to Azadpur Terminal in cluster 5.
The combined length of the
routes to be covered by the new
buses would be around 236 km. |
The cluster bus service is to be
operated under PPP model.
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Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Cluster-2 of private
stage carriage buses was
launched by Chief Minister
Sheila Dikshit from Delhi
Secretariat on Monday with
50 non-airconditioned buses
being flagged off.

The first cluster of this ser-
vice was launched in May this

year, .

The flag-off also marked
another major stride in Delhi
adopting the public-private’
partnership model for streng-
thening the public transport
bus fleet under the State-
owned Delhi Transport Cor-
poration. While the new or-
ange coloured buses under
the ‘Cluster’ scheme are own-
ed by private players, they are
being paid on a per kilometre
basis by the DTC, which also
deploys its drivers and con-
ductors to ensure that there is
no competition for the reve-
nue stream. i
Ms. Dikshit expressed hope
that the orange buses under
Cluster-2 will supplement
the existing public transport
system apart from providing
comfortable service to com-
muters at prescribed rates.
She said private stage car-
riage buses under Cluster-2
would have a number of new
features which would be liked
by the passengers.

To begin with, a total of 119
buses will operate in Clus-

Delhi gets 50 new buses

* Buses equipped with GPS for real-time monitoring

of 'Iocatlgn.;;wr

 * Would also possess electronic ticketing machines,

in-built speed

ter-2, starting with the Teev-
ra Mudrika. (in both
directions) from Punjabi
Bagh crossing on Ring Road.
The remaining buses will be
introduced in a time-bound
manner.

The concessionaire for
Cluster-2 is AB Grain Spirits
Private Limited and it would
be providing the buses.to the
DTC for operation. The con-
cessionaire would also be re-
quired to arrange for parking
and maintenance of the
vehicles.

The new buses have been
equipped with Global Posi-
tioning System for real-time
monitoring of their location
and speed. They would also
possess electronic ticketing
machines that would send re-
al-time ticketing information
to the backend.

The buses also have an in-
ternal voice announcement
system and display board to
inform passengers about the
approaching bus stop. Fur-
ther, they possess in-built
speed governors to regulate
their speed.

Speaking at their launch,
Delhi Transport Minister Ar-

vinder Singh Lovely said
these buses were a modified
version of the standard floor
buses with entry plus two
steps instead of the three
steps that was part of the ear-
lier design. “These buses
comply with the urban bus
specifications set by the
Union Government,” he
added. :

It has been decided that
these buses would operate on
seven different routes from
the Kanjhawala Bus Depot.

The Minister further said
that at present 100 buses un-
der Cluster-1 are operational
on Delhi roads. With an oper-
ational efficiency of 99.5 per
cent and by carrying more
than 1,000 passengers per day
per bus, the cluster scheme
has proved to be a major suc-
cess_and has been able to
meet its purpose of providing
safe, reliable and comfortable
travel to people of Delhi.

The gathering was also told
tha (AE

on behalf of the Delhi
Government. '
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" With 50 new buses,
cluster Il rolls out

To Ply On Teevra Mudrika, Punjabi Bagh Route

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhigovern-
ment on Monday announced
the introduction of cluster
bus service in west and north
Delhi. As part of it, 50 buses
were pressed into service,
which will ply on the Teevra
Mudrika route, Punjabi Bagh
and the Ring Road. Monday’s
launch has increased the size
of the cluster bus fleet to 150;
but by the month-end, there
will be 219 such buses plying
in the city.

The move has come six
months after the launch of the
first such service in the city.
The bus service has been
fraught withdelaysrightfrom
the beginning. By 2013, Delhi
government is supposed to
run 11,000 buses, 6,000 of
which will be cluster buses.
Transport minister Arvinder
Singh has said by next year,
4,000 cluster buses will be on
the road.

The new cluster will have
buses running in areas such
as Punjabi Bagh, Mongolpuri,
Kamla Market, Wazirpur De-
pot, ISBT Kashmere Gate,
Sukhbir Nagar, Rithala Vil-
lage, Old Delhi railway sta-
tion, Rani Khera, Tikri Bor-
der and Azadpur Terminal.
The combined length of the
routes to be covered by the
new buses is around 236 km.

Incidentally, the 50 new
buses on clusters III, IVand V,
are not low-floor buses like
those in the first cluster. In-
stead, these are semi low-floor
buses that are modified stan-
dard-floor buses expected to
run on lower costs. Sources
said that the concessionaire
for the semilow-floor bus clus-

_Rajesh Mehta

BOOST FOR FLEET: Chief minister Shella Dikshit flagged off the new
service on Monday

Delhiareas with only 17 buses
on two routes. Thereafter, the
strength of the service was
gradually built up to 100, with

Monday's launch has
increased the size of
the cluster bus fleet to
150; but by the -

month-end, there will
_be 219 such buses

“plying in the city.

Transport minister
Arvinder Singh says by
next year, 4,000
cluster buses will run
on city roads

buses will ply on 29 routes; for
cluster 4, there will be 148 bus-
es on 20 routes; and in cluster
5, 120 buses will run on 20
routes. The semi low-floor
buses have an onboard pas-
senger information system
similar to that of Delhi Metro,
GPS and electronic display
board.

In 2009, the Delhi govern-
ment had divided nearly 650
bus routes across the city into
17 clusters, each comprising
profitable and non-profitable
routes, and decided to give
each cluster to a private oper-
ator. The cluster bus service
was envisaged to replace the
'killer’ Blueline fleet, which

has almost been phased out
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